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High Risk Team Formation:  Homicide Prevention Initiatives in Marinette and Oconto Counties 

 

Domestic Violence is the most predictable type of homicide.  What we can predict, we can prevent.  

Recent results from the CDC show that more than half of homicides committed against women 

involve  a former or current intimate partner.  In Marinette and Oconto Counties, we are making 

strides to combat this occurrence.  When officers are called out to the scene of a domestic violence 

incident, a Lethality Assessment Program (LAP) is administered.  Victims are asked 11 questions that 

help identify the level of homicide risk.  These questions are evidence-based indicators of lethality.  

This survey was designed by Dr. Jacqueline Campbell, one of the leading US researchers on intimate 

partner homicide.  Rainbow House was among the first wave of agencies in Wisconsin to implement 

the LAP.  All Police and Sheriff’s departments in both Marinette and Oconto counties have fully 

trained and implemented this protocol.   

 

For law enforcement, the process begins when an officer arrives at the scene of a domestic violence 

call. The officer assesses the situation, and when the standards for danger are met, the officer asks the 

victim the series of 11 questions on the LAP.   

 

If the victim’s scored responses to the questions indicate increased risk for homicide, the officer 

privately informs the victim that the officer is concerned for the victim’s safety, and that in situations 

like the victim’s, people have been known to be killed. The officer then makes a phone call to the 

Rainbow House Crisis Line.  The victim is given the opportunity to connect with services such as 

access to shelter, restraining orders, and safety planning.   

 

Identifying these cases was a beginning point.  How as a community can we respond?  In rural areas, 

the length of time it may take for  law enforcement to respond can be long given the size of our 

counties, as can be the trip to transport a victim with physical injuries to a hospital.  These factors 

increase risk.  Our best chance for success then, is preventing the typical pattern of escalation. 

 

OUR AGENCY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We believe:  No one deserves to be abused be it emotionally, 
physically, or sexually.  Our prime service is the safety and 

empowerment of all victims and their children.  
We Will: Provide prevention, education, and information to our 

community, families and schools. 



In Wisconsin, the city of Milwaukee was the first to develop a High Risk Team in response to LAP 

data.  Rainbow House recognized the merit of this model.  For the better part of a year, Rainbow 

House observed the Milwaukee team’s meetings in action, with the intent of developing a model that 

could be adapted to rural communities.   Based on this experience, in 2019 Rainbow House became 

the second agency in Wisconsin to form High Risk Teams.  Law Enforcement, Probation and Parole, 

the District Attorney’s Office, and Domestic Violence Advocates have teamed together to assess High 

Risk cases.  These teams meet on an ongoing basis to strategize the best ways to ensure survivor 

safety, and to hold perpetrators accountable.   

 

Jessica Honish, Lead Advocate of the Rainbow House is quoted as stating “the professional 

collaboration between the members of the High-Risk team has been strengthened, which has provided 

a positive impact on survivors cases that are reviewed.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          
                                                           

 

Domestic Violence High-Risk 
Team Panel 

Members from the Oconto and Marinette 
teams presented along with the 

Milwaukee High Risk Team on the 
challenges and similarities of starting and 

maintaining teams in urban and rural 
counites.  

The training was held in Appleton, WI and 
sponsored by End Abuse WI.  

 

Members pictured above 
left to right: Jessica Honish-

Rainbow House Lead Advocate, 
Marissa Proverski-Probation 

and Parole, Mary Falkenberg-
Marinette Co. Victim Witness, 

Courtney Olson- Rainbow House 
Executive Director, Barbara 

Cook- Oconto Co. 
 Victim Witness 



 

 

 
 

                     

 

 

First and Third Mondays 

of Each Month 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Location: Housing Authority Building 

926 Main St, Wausaukee, WI 

Walk ins or Scheduled Appointments are welcomed  
 

Contact: Joette at (800) 956-6656 or (715) 735-6656 
 

SERVICES AVAILABLE:  
Restraining Orders   *   Safety Planning   *   Judicare Assistance 
Community Resources & Referrals   *   Hygiene & Food Boxes  

 

. 

 

Outreach/Legal 

Advocate 

On Site 

 

Save the Date 
Rainbow House Board, Staff and Volunteers will be bagging 

groceries for donations on: 
Saturday, October 5th  
at Jack’s Fresh Market 

2301 Roosevelt Rd. Marinette, WI 



Survivor or Support Group Information 

Young at Heart Group 
(Senior Domestic Violence Support Group) 

                60 years of age & over 

Held: Every Tuesday from 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

Where: Rainbow House 1530 Main St. Marinette 

                         Support Group 
(Open to all victims and survivors) 

Held: Every Thursday from 10:00am-11:00am 

Where: Rainbow House 1530 Main St. Marinette 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*Gift Cards to: Walmart, Amazon and Menards   

 * Cooking utensils      * Ground Coffee  

*Pots and Pans   *Garbage bags (Tall Kitchen size) 

* * Pocket size 2019-2020 calendars 

*Trac Phones with minute cards 

 

Shopping on On-Line for the Rainbow House 

Find our wish list on line now at: 

Amazon - Rainbow House 

Walmart.com — under wedding registry 

First name: Rainbow,  Last name: House 

 
 



YMCA Healthy kids’ day 2019 
Allyson, Child/Youth Advocate, attended 
this year’s event.  She provided an 
informational booth and interactive craft. 
869 people were pre-registered to attend! 
 

 
Glow Run 2019 

 
Sponsored by YMCA 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This fun family event was held 
in Menominee, MI. Donated 
items from those that 
participated where shared with 
Rainbow House and Tri-
County Safe Harbor.  

 

Pictured are left to right:  
Allyson Mahlik, Rainbow House Youth Advocate 
and Melissa Carter, Tri County Advocate 



 
 

 

Financial Empowerment Session: 
• Sessions are offered in groups or one-on-one settings. 

• Learn about financial abuse and how you can protect yourself. 

• Set goals for the future you want and action steps needed to 

achieve them. 

• Create a customized budget plan that works best for you. 

• Figure out needs vs. wants. 

• Learn about credit & it’s importance. 

• Learn about the importance of saving and create a customized 

plan to help you reach your savings goals. 

• … And more! 

  All services are free and confidential. 
 

If interested call (715) 735-6656 and ask for  
Nicole to schedule your appointment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Rainbow House is looking for volunteer help.  We need help moving clients and with 

shelter projects.  Volunteers are needed for childcare as well for when clients have 

appointments away from shelter.  We gladly accept men and women, as well as teens!  

Training is provided. 

           Stop in at Rainbow House for an application. Or go to our website. 

     http://therainbowhouse.us/volunteer-application/ 

 

 

       
 

Kennel Services Offered 
Pets quickly become family and 

deserve to be safe and protected from 
violence. 

Recent pets that stayed at the agency 
on site secure kennel. 



   
How Can you Help us Help Others? 

I/We would like to advise you that I/We have made a provision for a gift to Rainbow House 

Domestic Abuse Services, Inc.  

Name(s) ______________________________________ 

 Address ______________________________ State ________ Zip ___________ 

Phone _____________ E-mail(s) _______________________________ 
I/We have made the following provision for a gift:  

□Cash Gift (Make check payable to Rainbow House) Enclosed is my check  

My pledge will be paid in equal amounts of _______over a period of _____ months/years  

□Bequest/Will/Revocable Trust □IRA or other Retirement Plan beneficiary designation □Life 

Insurance beneficiary designation □Charitable Remainder Trust □Pooled Income Fund □Charitable 

Gift Annuity □Real Estate  

□Other: _________________________________  

The estimated amount of this gift is (optional) ______________  

A copy of the legal document that establishes this gift:  

□Is enclosed □Was provided to Rainbow House □Will not be provided  

Recognition of support:  

I/We authorize Rainbow House to list me/us in the Honor Roll of Donors. Our/my name(s) should 

appear as: 

________________________________________________________________________ I/We prefer 

confidentially and do not wish my/our name(s) to be listed, but would appreciate receiving on-going 

information and invitation for  

Rainbow House events.  

My Employer has a Matching Gift Program  

Agency Staff Good Read Book 
Recommendation 

 



Employer: ______________________________ Gift Amount:__________  

Signature________________________________________ (this Statement of Intent is non-binding) 

         


